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CONFIDENTIAL BRASILIA 4955 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SREF BR AR US 

SUBJECT: ARGENTINA REFUGEES IN BRAZIL 
REF: (A) STATE 130758 (B) BRASILIA 4122 

1 . EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM AMCONGEN RIO 
DE JANEIRO. 

2. BEGIN MESSAGE: CONGEN POLOFF MET JUNE 14 WITH UNHCR 

TDY REPRESENTATIVE PRIM FOR UPDATING ON ARGENTINE POLITICAL 
REFUGEE PROBLEM IN BRAZIL AND TO TRANSMIT DEPARTMENT'S VIEWS 
(REFTEL A) ON RECOMMENDED PROCEDURES FOR PRIM TO FOLLOW 
IN INTERNATIONALIZING THIS PROBLEM. 

3. PRIM STATED THAT HE UNDERSTOOD US VIEWS AND RECONIZED 
NORMAL PROCEDURES FOLLOWED IN SUCH MATTERS, BUT THAT GOB HAD 
SPECIALLY REQUESTED THAT UNHCR NOT RPT NOT TREAT ARGENTINE 
REFUGEES IN USUAL MANNER. RATHER GOB ASKED THAT UNHCR 
BILATERALLY APPROACH EMBASSIES IN BRASILIA TO REQUEST 
RESETTLEMENT OF REFUGEES AND THAT UNHCR SHOULD AVOID ANY 
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AND ALL PUBLICITY. PRIM SAID THAT TO DATE POSITIVE 
RESPONSES HAD BEEN RECEIVED TO HIS DEMARCHES FROM CANADA, 

MEXICO, AND VENEZUELA. CONGEN OFF ASKED PRIM NEVERTHELESS 
TO CONVEY DEPARTMENT S VIEWS TO GENEVA WHICH HE PROMISED TO DO. 

4. PRIM SAID THAT UNHCR DIRECTOR FOR PROTECTION YAEGER 
(PNU), EVIDENTLY THIRD UNHCR HEERARCHY, WOULD VISIT 
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BRASILIA WEEK BEGINNING JUNE 20 AT WHICH TIME YAEGER 
WOULD MEET WITH FOREIGN AND JUSTICE MINISTRY OFFICIALS 
CONCERNED WITH ARGENTINE PROBLEM. ADDITIONALLY, YAEGER 
PLANS TO DISCUSS STATUS OF UNCHR ACTIVITIES IN BRAZIL 
INDICATING THAT ARGENTINE PROBLEM LIKELY TO BE SLOW IN 
RESOLUTION, DESPITE BRAZILIAN HOPES FOR QUICK RESETTLEMENT 
OF REFUGEES. PRIM MENTIONED THAT UNHCR HAD ALREADY MADE 
TWO VERBAL REAUESTS TO BRASILIA TO OPEN RIO OFFICE, BUT THAT 
GOB NOW HAD ASKED FOR WRITTEN REQUEST. WRITTEN 
REQUEST WOULD PROBABLY POINT OUT SERVICE UNHCR IS PROVIDING 
GOB BY RIDDING BRAZIL OF POTENTIALLY EMBARRASSING PROBLEM. 

5. PRIM ALSO INDICATED THAT CURRENT NUMBER OF ARGENTINE 
REFUGEES TOTALS ABOUT 150 (COMMENT: AS REPORTED 
REFTEL B, PRIM HAD EARLIER GIVEN ESTIMATE OF 175 PERSONS) IN 
APPROXIMATELY 80 TO 90 FAMILY GROUPINGS. HE INDICATED 
THAT HE HAD INTERVIEWED ABOUT 10 PERSONS IN RECENT DAYS 
IN EITHER RIO OR SAO PAULO AND HE EXPECTED MORE 
ARGENTINES TO SEEK HIMOUT IN NEAR FUTURE. END MESSAFE. 

6. EMBASSY COMMENT: COMMENTS BY UNHCR REPRESENTATIVE PRIM 
CONCERN THAT ARGENTINE REFUGEE PROBLEM HERE BE ADDRESSED 
IN AS LOW KEY MANNER AS POSSIBLE, INORDER TO AVOID 

ANY POSSIBILITY OF GOB COOPERATION BECOMING AN ISSUE 

WITH THE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT, OR PERHAPS EVEN WITH 

CERTAIN HARD-LINE ELEMENTS IN BRAZIL ITSELF. WITH THIS 

IN VIEW, EMBASSY RECOMMENDS THAT AFTER REASONABLE INTERVAL, 

USMISSION GENEVA CONSULT UNHCR HEADQUARTERS TO ESTABLISH 

LIAISON ON THE PROBLEM AT THAT LEVEL, AND TO DETERMINE 
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WHETHER INTERNATIONAL RESPONSE TO PRIM'S BILATERAL 
APPROACHES, AS REPORTED TO HIS HEADQUARTERS, WOULD JUSTIFY 
US PARTICIPATIIN IN RESETTLEMENT PROGRAM BASED UPON A 
DIRECT AND PRIVATE UNHCR REQUEST, IN GENEVA RATHER THAN A PUBLIC 
INTERNATIONAL APPEAL. END COMMENT. 
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